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Abstract: This article holds that the real problem with historical subjectivity is not that the introduction of ethical and po~
litical standards can only occasion a gross distortion of what the past has actually been like. The real problem is precisely the re-
verse: historical reality and the historian’ s ethical and political values may often come so extremely close to each other as to be
virtually indistinguishable. The author points out that ethical and political standards, because of their natural affinity with the
historian’ s subject— matter, may often prove to be a help rather than an obstacle to a better understanding of the past. Fur
thermore, we may safely assign to history the most important and responsible task of telling apart recommendable from objec
tionable moral and political values. And it is the task that history can only adequately perform.
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