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“Poetics” in the Bamboo Scripts of Chu from the Warring States Period in the Shanghai Museum Collection

Abstract: Shanghai Museum recently published the first volume of its collection on “ Bamboo Scripts of Chu from the War

ring States Period.” It includes some materials on pre- Qin music, Confucian Poetics, Poetry and Music, as well as several po-

ems not found in the transmitted versions of the Book of Poetry. Many expressions are different from those of the versions we

now have. Thus, we have a glimpse of how some of the unrecorded poems are like two thousands years ago, providing us some

know ledge about Confucian poetics. This paper discusses a few aspects of such knowledge by analyzing ancient writings with

particular reference to the relationship between graphs and words,
Key word: bamboo scripts of Chu State, Poetry, confucian poetics.
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